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Evaluation of the proposal

Evaluation:

A harom vélemény egybehangzoan relevans és fontos kutatdsi témanak tartja a programot,
mely a modern eurdpai allam kialakulasanak és valtozo tarsadalmi szerepének és szervezeti
vialtozasainak vizsgalatat tizi ki célul, kiilonds tekintettel az dllamfejlddés jelenkori
kihivasaira. A vezeté kutatd szakmai felkésziltségét és hozzaértését minden véleményezd
nagyra tartja. A vezetd kutato a véleményezok szerint is tobb igen jelentés hazai, sot
nemzetkozi jelentéségli kutatasi programot sikerrel ¢s magas szinvonalon menedzselt. A
vezetd kutaté mellett a szenior kutatok a szakma jelenkor kiemelkedd kutatoi, a tovabbi
részvevo fiatal kutatok pedig mar bizonyitottak a sajat részteriileteik tekintetében.

Remarks on the budget

Az eszkdzbeszerzés indokolatlanul taltervezett.
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1. Evaluation of the research project:

The research program can be carried out in the given timeframe.

2. Competence of the principal investigator:

Competent: outstanding scientific achievement in the field of the general theory of state.
3. Competence of the senior participants (if applicable):

Competent: outstanding scientific achievement in the field of the general theory of state.
5. Feasibility of the research:

The research is feasible.

6. Dangers and ethical concerns:

There 1s not.



7. Feasibility of the requested budget:
The items of the requested budget are justified. The budget is feasible.
8/A. Overall evaluation:

The creation of the first “general theory of state” in Hungary can be attributed to Péter Takécs,
who began his work on this field within the research program of the Faculty of Law at the
University of Miskole in 1981. His paradigmatic work can be interpreted as a turning point in
the development of Hungarian theory of state. [Cf. Allamtan. Irasok a XX. szazadi éltaldnos
allamtudomanyok korébol — Theory of State. Writings in the XXth Century General Theory
of State. Budapest, Szent Istvan Tarsulat, 2003.; Allamelmélet I. A modern allam elméletének
és torténetének alapvonalai — Theory of State I. Outlines of the Theory and History of Modern
State. Budapest, Szent Istvan Tarsulat, 2003.; Allamtan. Az allam altalanos sajatossagai —
Theory of State. General Characteristics of the State. Budapest, Corvinus University, 2011.]
The general state-theory of Péter Takdcs, following the tradition of the modern European
theories and adhering to the principle of scientific value-neutrality, broke up with the Marxist-
Leninist approach of state which was determined by the normative conceptual framework of
the proletarian dictatorship and was doomed to perform indoctrinative functions of legal
science. Placing the theory of state on completely new theoretical grounds, Péter Takacs
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and indirectly to the development of Hungarian political science as well. With this, Hungarian
state theory was elevated to the European level and it was enabled to connect to similar
Western-European research. The proposed research plan corresponds to this three-decade long
research-process and proposes the detailed analysis of the structural and functional change of
modern European ‘nationstate-like existence’ in the form of a comprehensive theoretical
synthesis. The proposal, starting from the actual end-state of European integration and parallel
to the analysis of the changes of modern state, aims at the reconstruction of paradigm-shifts in
state-theory and, related to that, the analysis of the function of symbolic representation of the
state. The basic part of the research is supplemented by the compilation of a theoretically and
practically relevant collection of documents (mainly constitutional and administrative law)
and a comprehensive bibliography that can provide valuable starting point for further
research. An important reason for supporting the application is that the interpretation of the
current position of Hungary within the process of European integration is heavily dependant
on theoretical reflections and their practical applications. The research proposal also aims to
fill important gaps from this respect. The research plan, in its every aspect, is worthy of
OTKA funding. It aims at a compehensive theoretical synthesis and it is open to practical
applications. The research is feasible in the light of the project’s scientific capacities. The
requested amount of funding is in line with the expected costs of the research.

8/B. Give a list (maximum 5 items) of strengths of the proposal
Cf. 8/A

8/C. Give a list (maximum 5 items) of weaknesses of the proposal
Cf. 8/A
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1. Evaluation of the research project:

The program belongs to basic research projects in social sciences or, closer, to theories of
state. This 1s not to mean that its results lack the possibility of (even direct) application. The
debates on "good state" or "good governance" in our days start from and return to basic



considerations of theoretical background. The success of the program, which can be
completed during the time-span as planned, can contribute to self-consciousness of
partcipants of such debates.

2. Competence of the principal investigator:

The research area is one of, perhaps the most important field of the principal investigator's
scientific interests. This fact is proven by the number and level of publications - both books
and articles having been published for several years. The capacities of the principal
investigator guarantees the quality of the output of the research.

3. Competence of the senior participants (if applicable):

As opposed to the principal investigator, the senior participans' research areas are only
partially relevant or connected to the research program. On their own area senior participants
are well known, distinguished members of academic community and have all the capacities
needed to partake in a co-operation headed by principal investigator.

4. Parallel research:

Only one of senior participants is a member of a paralel research project, which does not
endanger the success of the present program.

5. Feasibility of the research:

The nature of the research is such as it does not need special infrastructural background. The
completion of the project depends (mostly) on intellectual resources, i.e. books and
periodicals. All the are in reach either at the home institution or different libraries of
Budapest.

6. Dangers and ethical concerns:
Nothing to worry about.
7. Feasibility of the requested budget:

Personnel costs are justified and reasonable.

Other costs are acceptable, as well, taking into regard that they are to cover the costs of
publication of 6 volumes.

Costs of (IT) equipments, investments are over-estimated and under-justified.

8/A. Overall evaluation:

The research topic is an "evergreen" topic: the nature of the state. As such, the research has
present-day relevance and importance, as well. The program is feasible, both in terms of
activities and finances. No international collaboration is planned; but the research aims mostly
at conceptual clarificition of the role and perspectives of states within our cultural region. The
proposal should be funded.

8/B. Give a list (maximum 5 items) of strengths of the proposal
Actuality of the research.

Capacities of the principal investigator.

The concept of the program is well worked out.

Feasible program

Rich outcome.

8/C. Give a list (maximum 5 items) of weaknesses of the proposal
Diverging background and scientific profile of participants.

No international co-operation.

Actuality, but not novelty of the topic.
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1. Evaluation of the research project:

A hazai jogtudomanyban (¢és a tarstudomanyokban, mint a politikatudomany) kiemelkedo,
uttord jellegli kutatasrdl van szo, amelynek az EU-s csatlakozés utan az aktualitasa jelent6s. A
modern dllam szerepének, funkcidinak valtozasai, valamint e valtozasok az allamelméleti
reflexioja a jogtudomanyon tilmend jelentéségli téma. A nemzetkézi allamelméletbe,
jogtudomanyba illeszked6 kutatasi terv magas szinvonalu, ¢s sikeres megvalositasa komoly
hozzdajarulast jelenthet a tudomanytertilethez.

2. Competence of the principal investigator:

A kutatasvezet a hazai jog- és allamelmélet kiemelked6 kutatdja, aki kordbban tobb sikeres
projektet vezetett, szervezett (pl. A magyar jogrendszer atalakulasa 1985/1990-2005 ec.
konferencia és kotet, magyar és angol nyelven egyarant, vagy a 2003-as Allamtan kotet).
Imponalé publikacios rekorddal rendelkezik a tertileten. A nemzetkozi publikaciok szama is
megjegyzésre érdemes.

3. Competence of the senior participants (if applicable):

A kutatocsoport tobb szenior, és tobb fiatalabb, posztdok taggal rendelkezik. A szenior tagok
(Tamas Andras, Egedy Gergely, Racz Lajos) elismert, komoly kutatasi és publikacids
teljesitménnyel rendelkezo, a fiatalok tehetséges kutatok. A kutatok egy része nemzetkozi
publikacios teljesitménnyel 1s rendelkezik.

5. Feasibility of the research:

A kutatasi terv redlis és megvalosithato.

6. Dangers and ethical concerns:

A kutatasnak nincsen etikai kockazata.

7. Feasibility of the requested budget:

A koltségvetés realis, részleteiben is, és Gsszességében aranyos a kutatasban résztvevok
szamaval ¢s a tervezett kutatasi idovel.

8/A. Overall evaluation:

A palyazattol a kutatasi terv, a kutatasvezetd szakmai rekordja és a kutatasban résztvevok
korabbi kutatési €s publikacios teljesitménye alapjan a hazai tudomanyteriileten meghatarozo
Jelentdéségli kutatas varhato. Az eredmények varhatoan nemzetkozileg 1s jelentdsek.

8/B. Give a list (maximum 5 items) of strengths of the proposal

Erények:

1. A kutatési terv széleskorli szakirodalmi alapokra épiil.

2. Mind a kontinentalis, mint az angolszasz allami fejlédésre, tovabba a német, mind az
angolszasz allamelméletre 1s reflektal. A résztvevdék tudomanyos eléélete is garancia arra,
hogy mindkét hagyomany jelen legyen a kutatasban.

3. A jogtudomanyi, allamelméleti szemlélet mellett megjelenik a kdzigazgatastani, tovabba a
politikatudomanyi szemlélet és problémafelvetés is.

4. Fontos hozzajarulast adhat a kutatas az allamtudomanyi corpus létrehozasahoz.

8/C. Give a list (maximum 5 items) of weaknesses of the proposal

1. A kutatasi terv illetve az eredmények disszeminacios terve kevéssé ambicionalja a
nemzetkézi megjelenést, publikaciot.



